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Grace Presbyterian Church                      July 18, 2021 

Psalm 74, Ephesians 2: 11-22, Daniel 2  

“How to live in Exile: I/we need a dream and revelation from God”       

Pastor Jonathan 

 

We love the promise Jeremiah made to the people who were about to go into 

exile in Babylon for seventy years by the word of the Lord:  

 
11 For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for 

welfare[a] and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. 12 Then you will 

call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. 13 You will seek 

me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. (Jeremiah 29: 11-13) 

 

What we often don’t notice or forget is that this was given to those who were 

commanded to “settle down…build houses, marry, see your children marry, 

prosper and seek the prosperity of Babylon...” (Jeremiah 29: 5-7) Yes, be 

content to live in that city and empire where your people have been punished 

to live. Yes, that Babylon which is the centre of idolatry and wickedness and 

craziness in so many ways.  

 

What does it mean for us to live in a place and time where our government 

and our denomination no longer share our values, ethics and understanding 

of God? Now perhaps you and I need to talk about whether our situation in 

regard to our government and our denomination is something that is a 

punishment from God or not. We need to understand how God calls us in the 

midst of a land and denomination that strays from His Word.  

 

I am seeking to learn from Daniel some of the principles he employed in 

trusting God in a place where he could have either completely separated 

himself from the culture and government OR he could have been part of a 

subversive or even terrorist position against the government. Instead he 

chose a path of taking up a civil service position, taking on a Babylonian 

name, learning the language and literature (with all its bad theology) and yet 

Daniel was faithful to God and commended in Scripture as a prophet. Some 

of you are wondering whether I am preaching about staying in or leaving the 

denomination. What I am preaching about is being faithful to God. That 

should be our focus, more than the details of the strategy and plan that we 

develop with the wisdom and counsel of the elders. Let us learn from Daniel. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah%2029%3A11-13&version=ESV#fen-ESV-19647a
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What we find in Daniel 2 is a dramatic and intense situation. The king, 

Nebuchadnezzar, has a dream. And the king employs a whole federal 

government department of academics, physicians, actuaries, futurists, and 

occult practitioners of all kinds. These were his counsellors, his wise men, 

his Chaldeans, his magi. You know that last word from the New Testament 

in Matthew 2, where these wise and learned ones come to worship Jesus the 

newborn king. 

 

The king has had a dream and he expects his counsellors to help him 

interpret it. This was wide spread practice in the Middle East. Royal dreams 

often had royal guidance from a divine origin. You remember Pharaoh 

having a dream that his counsellors could not interpret. Enter Joseph. And 

you know the rest of that story in Genesis 41. It’s worth reading if you 

haven’t read it lately. The circumstances are slightly different in Daniel 2. 

The king has a dream but he can’t remember it, or he does remember it but 

can’t interpret it. (v. 3) The Hebrew isn’t clear on that. What is clear is that 

he expects his counsellors to tell him his dream and then to interpret it. Now 

this is a pickle. All the academics and learned magi complain to him that no 

one can do what he is asking. (v. 10) They plead for him to tell them the 

dream, and then they can do their work.  

 

Now the king does not come across as a patient man. (vv. 5-8) He expects 

this department to do their job. They brag about how good they are at what 

they do, predicting the future and all. The king promises bonuses for 

everyone in the department if they get this one done. Yet they are stumped 

with this one. (v. 7) So the king, likely in a fit of anger and impatience 

motivates them with the ultimate motivation: a death sentence if they cannot 

do what he asks. (v. 5 & v. 9) They will be cut to pieces. (v. 5) 

 

If we weren’t sure the king was “angry and furious” by verse 12, we know it 

both by it being explicitly stated and because he immediately starts 

executing people. Now imagine you are a part of that federal government 

department, and you hear that you are about to be executed. What is your 

response? Shock and awe. The magi tell the king that only a divine source, 

only the gods can tell him what he wants to know (v. 11). And they aren’t 

available. 

 

And Daniel is in that federal government department where people are 

currently being executed. They try to find him to execute him. (v. 13) You 
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can put yourself in his shoes at that moment, in your imagination. What? 

Why? 

 

It’s a crazy situation. Have you ever been forced into a situation where your 

decision will cause your life or death, or those of others? Then you know 

what Daniel was feeling. All Daniel has at that moment is the need to ask for 

time, and so he does. Time is not the answer. But time is sought for the right 

answer. (v. 16) Apparently it is given to him and his friends, although it is 

also likely executions continue from his department. He urgently needs a 

plan or he will soon die. If that isn’t motivation to pray, nothing is. 

 

Isn’t this the craziest thing you’ve ever heard?  A crazy king/government 

places Daniel into a crazy situation where if he doesn’t come up with an 

answer that satisfies the king, he will die. He and his friends are facing the 

death penalty and the magi rightly said, “No one can do what you are asking 

us to do.” Only God can. 

 

Does this sound familiar to you? Do you feel like your government or your 

denomination has gone crazy? Yes, you have a vote coming, but what if it 

doesn’t go the way you want it to go? What then? We are not facing the 

death penalty, but rather the destruction of everything we thought we would 

have in terms of government protection and denominational safety. Instead, 

we are in a strange time in a strange land, even though we have not moved. 

 

What should we do? Daniel calls a prayer meeting. Their lives are on the 

line in this prayer meeting. He and Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah share the 

news (v. 17). Daniel asks them and us to plead our case for mercy before the 

God of heaven to find a way forward that will save their lives, as they know 

them. We know they fasted. We know they prayed, from the first chapter 

and throughout the book. And God answers Daniel’s prayer. That is the 

moment of salvation for them. God answers. And we face the same. O Lord, 

answer us. Help us choose your way. 

 

Then Daniel moves into praise (verses 19-23). Read these verses. We need 

such wisdom and knowledge. We need such wisdom and power. Hear our 

prayer, O Lord. Give us the desire to enter such a prayer meeting with 

expectancy and passion as if our very lives were on the line for the answer. 

Thank you for the answer, in advance. 
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So after a time of praise, Daniel seeks Arioch, the commander of the royal 

guard charged with executing the magi. (v. 24) He asks Arioch for an 

audience with the king, stating he has the answer to the royal dilemma. I 

would imagine Arioch is pleased and has not enjoyed executing academics 

and other consultants, but I could be wrong. (v. 25) 

 

So Daniel is let into the king’s presence, and the king asks him if he can tell 

the king his dream and what it means. And instead of saying, “Sure thing, O 

king!” Daniel responds with the same answer that the other magi had told 

him: No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to the king 

the mystery he has asked about, but there is a God in heaven who reveals 

mysteries… (v. 27) 

 

This is the key to our dilemma today. We need God’s revelation to interpret 

the dream, which is ours, to be a faithful church to Him. God in heaven 

reveals this mystery. What does that faithful church look like? I tried to 

describe what it looks like on our fortieth anniversary service…where 

friends meet, reach out, love each other, tell the truth to each other, welcome 

new friends and continue on…a beautiful place of reunion and new 

encounters that please God…in so many ways. 

 

So Daniel tells the king his dream, all the while explaining that God alone 

reveals such things, it was never his learning or wisdom, but God. Then 

Daniel reveals the dream of the tall statue with a golden head, silver chest 

and arms, belly and thigh of bronze and iron legs and feet partly of iron and 

partly of clay. A large rock comes out of a mountain, strikes the statue, 

breaks it to pieces, and even those remaining pieces are swept away by the 

wind. The rock becomes a huge mountain that fills the whole earth. (vv. 31-

35) 

 

So that’s a strange dream. Have you ever tried to help someone interpret 

their dreams? Now I know most dreams are not like this royal dream that 

speaks to the huge sweep of history, but have you tried to help someone 

understand their dreams? Some might think it impossible to interpret 

properly, but Daniel was given not only the dream but its interpretation. 

 

Daniel tells the king what we now know is that the statue refers to several 

human kingdoms. Nebuchadnezzar is the golden head and Babylon. The 

Medo-Persian empire is the silver part which conquered Babylon in 539 BC. 

The bronze midsection is Greece/Macedonia where the Medo-Persian 
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empire is conquered in 334-330 BC by Alexander the Great. The iron legs 

are Rome and the Roman empire, and the mixture of clay and iron feet is the 

break up of the Roman empire. The large rock is the kingdom of God headed 

up by the Messiah Jesus, King of kings and Lord of lords. It eventually 

outshines all other kingdoms, even though it is not a military kingdom such 

as the others. (vv. 36-45) 

 

That’s quite a dream, isn’t it? What would you do with a dream giving the 

sweep of history for nearly a thousand years, explaining the succession of 

one empire to another. Here we are today on the brink of the waxing and 

waning of the American Empire. What is next? When Nebuchadnezzar 

heard the dream, recognized it as his own, he saw the fidelity of the 

interpretation, and he simply falls to his knees in worship and gratitude to 

God, and for God’s servant, Daniel. 

 

His worship sounds like ours today: “Surely your God is the God of gods 

and the Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to 

reveal this mystery.” (v. 47) Daniel is promoted to Prime Minister, as Joseph 

was. He is given gifts. His friends are appointed high up in the civil service, 

in the government of the day. (vv. 48-49) 

 

And what do we learn? We need a dream and a revelation. Perhaps you 

don’t know that I did my PhD thesis work on dreams and revelation. I won’t 

say any more about that at this time. Let me say what I think we need as a 

church. The dream we need is a vision from God for our future church. The 

revelation we need is from God for what faithfulness to God looks like, and 

a plan to stay faithful no matter what. Grace Church needs the Lord Jesus 

Christ like never before. We need His Word and His Way forward. Let us 

continue to talk to one another with the conviction that He can grant us what 

we need no matter what we choose for strategy, for plans, as long as the goal 

is faithfulness to Him. He provides what we need, when we need it. He 

wants us to talk to one another, to hear Him together, and if there is a way 

forward together, to take that no matter what. 

 

Is it possible to continue in our denomination and please the Lord? Many of 

my colleagues believe it is. Is it possible to leave the denomination and 

please the Lord? Many of my colleagues believe it is. It is also possible to be 

unfaithful to God in staying or leaving. We must all give our hearts anew to 

the Lord for these coming days. He will provide the way. 

Let us pray. 


